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          as of 9/17/16 

 

 
 

 

The ―101 Alternatives to the 
Chalkboard" 

41st annual Educators’ Conference 

SSaattuurrddaayy  OOccttoobbeerr  88,,  22001166  
((wwiitthh  tthhee  ooppttiioonn  ooff  ssttaayyiinngg  FFrriiddaayy  aanndd//oorr  SSaattuurrddaayy  nniigghhtt))  

  

AAtt  YYMMCCAA  CCaammpp  KKeerrnn    
5291 St Rt 350 Oregonia, Ohio 45054 

((3322  mmiilleess  nnoorrtthheeaasstt  ooff  CCiinncciinnnnaattii))  

 

Cost: $30  
Includes all sessions, programs, 
meals, and overnight 

accommodations 
  

Scholarships and discounts 
available 

 
For more information, contact: 

 Dave Moran 
Outdoor Education Director  

YMCA CAMP KERN 
5291 St Rt 350 Oregonia, OH 45054 

513-932-3756 x1527 

dmoran@daytonymca.org 
 

 

This event made possible by 

YMCA Camp Kern, the 

Environmental Education 

Council of Ohio, and the Ohio 

Environmental Education Fund  

The ―101‖ Conference is THE weekend outdoor education experience designed to 

inspire teachers and outdoor educators with creative ways to provide exciting learning 

experiences. Enjoy meaningful large and small group sessions, excellent company, and 

fine eating. 

mailto:dmoran@daytonymca.org
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This year’s keynote presenter will be Ken Bowald 

For the past 30 years, Ken has been leading outdoor/environmental 

education programs, and trained hundreds of students in basic 

interpretation and non-formal education techniques. He has worked all 

around the Great Lakes, including Michigan, Northern Illinois, Cleveland, 

and upstate New York.  Ken and his family currently reside in the funky 

town of Athens, Ohio. kbowald@yahoo.com 

 

Conference 

Schedule   
 
Friday  

6:30pm Check in and move into cabins or pitch a tent 

 nothing formal: Hike, Climb Pete’s Tower, relax 

8:30pm Bring a snack and beverage and socialize in front of cabin 19 

 

Saturday 

7:00am Bird Walk with Huck Ford and Alli Shaw 

8:00am Breakfast 

8:30am Registration and social time  

8:50am Gathering and announcements 

9:00am       Morning Keynote Presentation 

The Nature Kids Institute, Balancing 

Technology with Nature by Natalie 

E. Reder 

10:15 – 11:45am Small Group Session I   

Noon   Lunch  

12:50pm Gathering and announcements 

1:00 to 2:30pm Small Group Session II 

2:45 to 4:15pm Small Group Session III 

4:30 to 5:15pm Group Discovery Hike  

5:30 pm  Dinner    

6:45 to 8:15pm Evening Keynote Presentation 

Science, Skepticism, and Challenging Assumptions by Ken Bowald 

8:30 – 9:30pm Campfire, Songs and Stories – Mr Jim Viles, Master of Ceremonies 

9:45- ???  Post-campfire gathering and snacks in front of cabin 19 

 

Sunday  

7:00am Bird Walk with Huck Ford and Alli Shaw 

8:00am Breakfast 

9:00am – Noon  River Hike and/or Little Miami River Canoe                   

Trip  

 

To register or for more information, 

please contact: 

Dave Moran at 

dmoran@daytonymca.org    

513-932-3756 x 1527 

 

https://www.facebook.com/profile/picture/view/?profile_id=1075044664
mailto:kbowald@yahoo.com
mailto:dmoran@daytonymca.org
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Accommodations:   
We will be staying in basic camp 
cabins (cabins 15-18) with bunk 
beds, a florescent light and a 

heater. Other groups will also be 
at camp in adjacent cabins. Tent 

Camping is also an option 
Bathrooms with showers 

are in a separate, but nearby 

building. The shower house will 
be crowded, the water ranges 

from tepid to icy, and there is 
often some gender ambiguity 
among the users.  

Please be sure to bring a sleeping bag or bedding. Also bring toiletries, towels, and 
clothes that will allow you to be outside and comfortable in any kind of weather. Nearby 

hotel accommodations are available.  
Recommend you bring your own mug, otherwise the option is Styrofoam. Also, a 

folding chair may bring some comfort to your visit (especially if you plan to stay for the 

campfire). 
Programs will be in the Moore Building and meals in 

Singerman Lodge 

 

Directions:              
Once in camp, stay on the paved driveway and follow the 

signs to the guest parking lot. Check in and most activities 
will be in the Moore Building which is at the far end of the 
guest parking lot. See the maps in this packet. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



4 | P a g e  
 

Small Group Sessions (so far) This is likely to change 

 

Saturday 10:14- 11:45am 
 
Let It Glide  

Huck Ford Teacher at Hudson Montessori School in Hudson Ohio 
In this session we will look into a STEM inquiry-based project through NASA 

Glenn.  The project focuses on the fundamentals of flight and aerodynamics 
and can be adapted for all ages and both formal and informal educational 
situations.  We will work through the project hands-on as well as learn about 

all of the resources available through NASA Glenn.  We will also learn how to 
set up a video conference between your students and NASA Engineers.   
 

Wings of Wonder 
Stephanie West Naturalist, Columbus & Franklin County Metro Parks 

Birds possess one of nature's most incredible adaptations: powered flight.  We will examine 
feathers and wings in a variety of ways, and even watch a live bird in 
flight to uncover the secrets of how birds are able to fly.   Then, try to 

design your own bird and make it soar!  This activity will be held indoors.  
 

CSI: Critter Scene Investigation 
Alli Shaw  Naturalist, Columbus & Franklin County Metro Parks 

There has been an incident at the park! Become a 5th grader and work 

on a research team. Using technology and process skills you will be 
observing evidence, gathering data, problem solving, and drawing 

conclusions. This will be a mostly indoor activity and mentally, rather 
than physically, challenging. 

 

 
Saturday 1:00 – 2:30pm 
 
The Power of Your Nature Story; Using Digital Publishing to Record Your Study  

Natalie Reder MA Ed, Early Childhood Specialist, Trainer/Presenter 
Any project or study requires documentation, recording, 

and collecting data to show the results of your work. Today 
with the support of technology that process is made simpler 

and more professional in the end product to display. Using digital publishing provides the 
use of archival photo storage and endless design possibilities to illustrate and display 

 
Ohio Scenic Rivers Stream Quality Monitoring Project 

Rod S. King ODNR’s Southwest Ohio SQM Coordinator 
Join us as we learn about the Scenic Rivers Program and all that we do to protect 

the highest quality warm water habitat streams in Ohio.  We will learn about the 
pollution tolerances of the Aquatic Benthic Macroinvertebrates that live in the 
streams and how to identify them.  We will then travel to the Little Miami River at 

The Fort Ancient Scenic River Access to sample the river for water quality based on 
the organisms we are able to find.  The Scenic Rivers Programs monitors 23 “reference stations” 
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on the Little Miami River, Stillwater and Greenville Creek.  Each site is monitored 3 times per 
year at least 30 days apart by trained volunteers.  Be prepared to get wet and wear closed toed 

shoes and/or waders if it is a cold day.  This activity is a great deal of fun for adults and children 
alike.  

 
Wild Edibles and Foraging  

Kathleen Dean  Master Gardener and Ohio Certified Volunteer Naturalist 

Wild teas, salads, homemade jellies and more; learn the 'do's-don'ts' about our wild edibles. 
Where to and where not to forage, plus the many look alike plants - one must be extremely 

careful when foraging for wild plants to eat.  This is a fun and a very educational session.  
 
 

Using the GLOBE Program as a Component of Environmental 
Education 

Susan James, Operations Coordinator, and Steve James, Program 
Coordinator at Mohican School in the Out-of-Doors, Inc. 

Educators are recognizing the value of Citizen Science as a part of their 

science curriculum.  The Global Learning and Observations to Benefit the 
Environment (GLOBE) Program is an international science and education program that provides 

students and the public worldwide with the opportunity to participate in data collection and the 
scientific process.  This session will provide an overview of how GLOBE can be used in both 

formal and non-formal classrooms.  Participants will learn of protocols and campaigns in the four 
“spheres” (atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere and pedosphere) that can be used with students 

of all ages.  Participants will also be introduced to 

GLOBE apps that can be used for data collection 
and submission (bring your own device).  

 
 
 

Saturday 2:45-4:15pm 
The Cosmos in Your Backpack- Engaging the Hidden Universe 

Ken Bowald 

Join us for a cosmic adventure using everyday objects and props to explore the workings of the 
universe. Perfect for daytime astronomy sessions or for those cloudy Ohio night programs. 

 
Teaching Presence  
Jim Viles   Naturalist, Masseuse, Yoga Instructor, 

Dharma Bum 
Not like under the tree or on your birthday (because then there 

would be a “t” and other letters needed). This will be being right 
here and right now. 
 

Tying Education Together with Citizen Science 
Chelsea Wallace, Lauren Asquith, Joshua York  Five Rivers MetroPark 

Kids are scientists! Let’s bring their natural curiosity to the schoolyard with citizen 
science! In this dynamic session, we will highlight and test citizen science projects, 
and discuss ways to incorporate all subject areas into the experience. This is one time 

where you may want to have your smart phone or tablet handy as we explore how to 
implement a few citizen science projects in the classroom or out on the trail to engage 

your students. This session will be indoors and outdoors, physical demands will be 
low. 
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WILD School Sites—So Much More Than Birds and Butterflies  

Jen Dennison, Wildlife Education Coordinator ODNR-Division of Wildlife 
Research, poetry, art installations, local history, habitat investigations…these lessons and more 

are right outside the school door.  Come learn how to use your existing school yard 
for lessons across the curriculum, as well as find out how to 
improve it for wildlife.  This session will be hands on and some 

time will be spent outdoors, weather permitting. 
http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/ 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Looking for a place to eat Friday 

evening? 
 

Fine and semi-fine dining in the area: 
 
Plain Folk Café 10177 OH-132, Pleasant Plain, OH 
45162 

Phone:(513) 877-2526 plainfolkcafe.com 
 

Little River Café 5527 Oregonia Rd, Oregonia, OH 45054 
Phone:(513) 932-4770  thelittlerivercafe.com 

 
Acapulco Mexican Restaurant 916 Columbus Ave #4, Lebanon, OH 45036 

Phone:(513) 228-0200 acapulcomexres.com 
 

Black Horse Tavern (behind the golden Lamb) 27 S Broadway St, Lebanon, OH 45036  
(513) 932-5065 

http://www.goldenlamb.com/ 
 

Country Kitchen 3150 OH-350, Lebanon, OH 45036 

Phone:(513) 932-7680 allmenus.com 
 

If you want chain restaurants, head south on I-71 for a few miles. There is no lack of 
options especially at the Fields Ertel (#19) exit.  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

http://wildlife.ohiodnr.gov/
http://www.plainfolkcafe.com/uploads/Update_PDFmenu.pdf
http://www.thelittlerivercafe.com/Menu/Menus.aspx
http://www.acapulcomexres.com/N/menu
http://www.goldenlamb.com/
http://www.allmenus.com/oh/turtlecreek/222220-country-kitchen/menu/
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Registration Form 
The ―101 Alternatives to the Chalkboard" 2016 Educators’ Conference 
Saturday October 8 

 

Don’t like this form? No problem, just leave a voice mail or email 
with your info. I will get back to you with a confirmation. Please 

register by October 6th. Thanks!  
 

Name: 
 
Address: 

 
E-mail: 

 
Phone: 
 

Are you a vegetarian? _______ 
 

 
Do you need a place to stay Friday night? ______             How about Saturday night? ______ 
 

 
Do you have any special needs or concerns? (If so, please list or give Dave M a call or email) 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Cost: $30  
 No additional charge for overnight stays or Sunday morning activities.   
 Please register before October 6th. Payment can wait until the event  

 Scholarships and discounts available, contact Dave M for details 
 Checks should be made out to ―YMCA Camp Kern‖ 

 
 

Contact Dave Moran at YMCA Camp Kern. 5291 St Rt. 350 Oregonia, OH 45054  
 Phone: 513-932-3756 x1527 Fax 513-932-8607              
 email: dmoran@daytonymca.org   

 
Please be aware that the activities may carry a risk of injury. Be aware of these risks 

and your ability. Ask for help when needed. Please let us know if you have any special 
needs or concerns. 

THANK YOU 

mailto:dmoran@daytonymca.org
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